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strength it had lost. There was another little
spasm of rebellion in a short time, as we shall see,
but the land had not left in it the national life
to sustain another such struggle. So did the As-
Syrians in the reign of Sargon finish the task
which they began in the reign of Shalmaneser II.1
Over the land of Samaria Sargon set Assyrian
governors, and the once glorious and powerful
kingdom of Israel became an insignificant Assyr-
ian province.

There were greater problems in Babylonia for
Sargon than the west had yet offered. We have
seen8 how in <T29 Merodach-baladan, of the tribe of
Bit-Yakin, king of the Sea Lands, had paid homage
to Tiglathpileser III and made costly gifts in token
of his subjection. That was well enough when
Tiglathpileser III was threatening to destroy the
entire land, but Merodach-baladan intended only
to maintain his allegiance to Assyria so long as
the Assyrians were able to compel it. During
the short reign of Shalmaneser no effort seems to
have been made by the Chaldeans, but it is quite
probable that all the while the preparations were
going on. "When Shalmaneser died, and Sargon
was busy in Assyria and unable to proceed to
Babylon to take the hands of Marduk, Merodach-
baladan judged that the hour had come. Without
great difficulty he took southern Babylonia, the
ancient kingdom of Sumer and Accad, and then

1 See above, p, 76, Jff.

2  See above, p 135.